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The opioid overdose epidemic is the worst public health crisis in                    

Pennsylvania, and the nation, in almost a generation. Currently, the opioid 

crisis is of such magnitude or severity that emergency action is necessary 

to protect the health, safety, and welfare of affected citizens in                       

Pennsylvania.  This crisis is a public health emergency in Pennsylvania              

contributing to addiction, overdose emergencies, and deaths. 

 

Nobody is more aware of the opioid crisis than Wyoming County                

Emergency Management Coordinator Eugene ñGeneò Dziak.  Wyoming 

County is rural county and is the second smallest county in the                

commonwealth.  As of November 13th of this year, Wyoming County has 

seen a total of 17 deaths directly related to opioid overdoses.  While this 

does not sound like a large number, you must factor that Wyoming County 

only has a population of 28,287.  The deaths total .06 percent of the              

countyôs population.  In comparison, in 2016, there were 21 opioid-related 

deaths or .07 percent of the countyôs population. 

 

Data also shows that in 2018, there 

have been 81 overdose dispatches 

in Wyoming County.  The Wyoming 

County Emergency Management 

Agency has reissued 60 doses of 

Narcan (Naloxone) to county                

agencies to replenish used stock.   

 

The Wyoming County Emergency 

Management Agency coordinates 

the services of six full-time police 

departments which do not provide 

24-hour coverage; seven Basic Life 

Support (BLS) ambulance units; and 

two Advanced Life Support (ALS) 

ambulance units.  The Pennsylvania 

State Police (PSP) Tunkhannock 

Barracks is the only 24-hour law     

enforcement agency within Wyoming County.   (continued on next page) 
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t9a! IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ IŀǊǊƛǎōǳǊƎΣ t! 

 
  By the Numbers 

 
 

Of the 14 hazard mitigation 
plans updated this year, six 
counties have included opioids 
as one of their top threats: 
  

¶ Clinton - #2 Hazard 

¶ Greene - #1  Hazard 
(part of pandemic/infectious 
diseases) 

¶ Indiana - #1 Hazard 

¶ Lebanon - #1 Hazard 

¶ Lehigh/Northampton - #3  
(Human Caused) 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ-5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлму 

http://www.ready.pa.gov/
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Mr. Dziak has seen his share of overdose victims ï 

through his position as the county emergency  

management coordinator, as an emergency 

medical technician with an ambulance unit, and as 

an employee with a local funeral home.   These 

three jobs have provided him with insight to the 

effects the opioid crisis has on different levels ï 

the victims, their families, and the first responder              

community.   

 

To  Dziak, the opioid crisis is an ever-expanding 

trend that he does not see slowing down anytime in 

the near future.  With this thought, Dziak asked 

himself, ñWhat can I do?ò  He then thought of the 

mission of the Wyoming County Emergency 

Management Agency: ñTo reduce vulnerability of 

people and municipalities within our county to 

damage, injury and loss of life and property.ò  

Dziak often said to himself, ñIôm sick of losing 

people.ò   
 

The Emergency Management Role 

Since the preventing loss of lives falls within the 

mission statement of most emergency 

management agencies, it becomes logical that 

emergency management plays a major role within 

the opioid crisis.  During a crisis, the emergency 

management coordinator coordinates municipal, 

law enforcement, fire department, and emergency 

medical services efforts to help resolve the 

emergency.  Therefore, how can you not be  

engaged when people are dying?   

 

Wyoming County has developed an Opioid Action 

Plan which provides these measures: 

¶ Have 100% engagement of the Wyoming 

County Commissioners 

¶ Place Drug Takeback container and sharps 

container at the courthouse 

¶ Established the Wyoming County Drug Court 

Program 

¶ Provide five voting members of the Luzerne/

Wyoming County Drug and Alcohol                     

Commission 

¶ Manage the Narcan program for Wyoming 

County 

¶ Provide two doses of 2mg of Narcan to all BLS 

trucks and police departments within               

Wyoming County 

¶ Train in the use of Narcan 

¶ Be a part of community education 

¶ A Better Tomorrow in our Correctional Facility 

(12 step program) 

¶ Smart Recovery (nonfaith-based initiative) 

¶ Young People in Recovery program 

¶ Established the Wyoming County Recovery 

Center 

¶ Take part in the Wyoming County Drop-In 

Center 

¶ Co-chair of Wyoming County Hope Coalition 
 

The county also utilizes a team of volunteer                 

recovery counselors.  These counselors, who are 

former addicts, visit with individuals who have 

been provided Narcan by first responders.  They                    

encourage the individuals to seek treatment and 

counseling for their addiction.   
 

Other services Wyoming County provides are a 

Drop-In Center and a Recovery Center.  The               

Drop-In Center provides resources, support                 

services, referrals, and Narcan training for those 

struggling with opioid addiction and the people 

that care about them.  Treatment centers help 

clients with substance abuse issues.  The first 

step when you arrive in treatment is to begin a 

drug detox.  Medical professionals monitor the 

detox program to make sure that the detox is 

safe and appropriate.  The second step is to 

begin therapy, either in groups or individually.  

Finally, successful treatment includes a plan for 

after leaving the treatment center.  Whether it is 

Narcotics Anonymous or engaging with family 

and friends, the treatment center provides 

counselors who guide and prepare a plan to stay 

substance free.   

(continued on page 3) 
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Why should emergency management be involved in 

the opioid crisis?  The people involved are 

someoneôs mother, father, son, daughter, brother, 

sister, and so on.  Addiction is a disease that knows 

no boundaries.  Addiction can affect anyone:           

doctors, lawyers, business people, families, and 

every walk of life.  People want to hide their              

addiction due to the stigma it casts on them.  Most 

of all, we need to get people to treatment.  

  

What is the county emergency management             

agencyôs role in the opioid crisis?  Emergency           

managers are key players in the opioid crisis, not 

just based on their mission but also based on the 

question: ñHow many more people do you want to 

lose to this crisis?ò  For starters, they can                    

coordinate the roles of county agencies (drug and 

alcohol; probation and parole; the district                

attorneyôs office; to name a few) with municipalities 

and local response agencies.  They can also include 

information on the opioid crisis and the use of           

Narcan in training classes.  Wyoming County            

includes it in all of its cardio-pulmonary                       

resuscitation (CPR) classes.  They can also form or 

work with groups within the county that can              

provide information and support to potential victims 

and their families.   

 

Whole Community Solution  

Currently, the Wyoming County Emergency                

Management Agency participates on the Luzerne/

Wyoming Drug and Alcohol Commission, as well as 

the Wyoming County HOPE Coalition through the 

University of Pittsburgh, in which Dziak is the        

co-chair.  According to the coalitionôs three-year 

strategic plan, the seven subcommittees and their 

respective goals are as follows: 

¶ Increase coordination of local law enforcement 

and community safety agencies to introduce a 

broad, county-wide pro-treatment approach 

and eliminate the drug supply in Wyoming 

County. 

¶ Increase coordination between county               

agencies surrounding responses to overdoses 

and connecting persons to treatment across 

intercept points. 

¶ Ensure that all residents of Wyoming County 

are well informed on overdose, signs of              

substance/opioid use disorder, treatment             

options, and recovery programs available 

throughout the community with the purpose of 

eliminating stigma throughout the county. 

¶ Increase county-wide, evidence-based                  

prevention efforts to prevent or delay the              

onset of Substance Use Disorder/Opiate Use 

Disorder for target populations. 

¶ Increase access and utilization of naloxone to 

save lives. 

¶ Increase treatment capacity in Wyoming 

County to ensure that all persons have access 

to appropriate care and recovery services,      

including Medication Assisted Treatment. 

¶ Increase capacity and utilization of current  

non-treatment, recovery-based initiatives,  

introducing new programs/initiatives when 

necessary to address gaps and barriers.   

What can county emergency management 

coordinators do to get started or be 

involved?  

  

1. Recognize it as a hazard.  Several 

counties, including Wyoming, list the opioid 

crisis in their Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Make 

the opioid crisis a high priority than other 

disasters.  

 

2. Expand your team. Get your county        

commissioners involved.  Explain to them 

that that people are dying in alarming  

numbers.  Also, work with other county 

social service agencies such as human 

services and children and youth.  

 

3. Start a Narcan program.  In Wyoming 

County, the county emergency management 

agency is the central distributor of Narcan to 

emergency responder agencies. Get your 

local coordinators engaged.  Make it part of 

their duties. 

For more information, contact : 
 

Eugene Dziak, Director 
Wyoming County  
Emergency Management Agency 
Phone: (570) 836-319  
Email:  wcema01@wycopa.org  

mailto:wcema01@wycopa.org
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UPDATE 

 

FEMA Deputy Administrator Pete Gaynor 

Confirmed by U.S. Senate 

On October 11th, the U.S. Senate confirmed Pete 

Gaynor to serve as FEMA Deputy Administrator.  

 

Mr. Gaynor served as the Rhode Island 

Emergency Management Director since January 

2015.  Previously, he served in the U.S. Marines 

for 26 years.  In that role, he oversaw security 

at Camp David, and was in charge of Plans, 

Policy and Operations at Marine Corps 

Headquarters. 

 

FEMA Releases "The Value of Insurance" 

PrepTalk 
 

FEMA and its emergency management partner 

organizations released Sean Kevelighanôs 

ñUnderstanding the Value of Insuranceò, the 

second PrepTalk presentation from the 

September 6th symposium event.  Kevelighan is 

president and chief executive officer of the 

Insurance  Information Institute, an organization 

dedicated to improve the publicôs understanding 

of insurance. 

 

In his PrepTalk, Kevelighan shares the pivotal 

role that insurance plays in peopleôs lives and 

the economy before and after a disaster.  

Kevelighan describes the insurance industry as 

the financial first responder after catastrophe, 

getting into communities to help rebuild and 

restore peopleôs lives and the economy. 

 

Kevelighanôs PrepTalk, the question-and-answer 

session that followed, a discussion guide, and              

additional reference materials are available at 

https://www.fema.gov/preptalks/kevelighan. 
 

 

 

Additional PrepTalks from the September 6th 

symposium held in Washington, D.C. will be  

released in the coming months. 

 

FEMA Releases New and Updated 

Continuity Brochures 

FEMA released a new set of continuity 

brochures, which provide additional tools, 

templates, and resources to assist in 

implementing the concepts found within the 

Continuity Guidance Circular (CGC).  
 

The CGC guides whole community efforts to 

develop and maintain the capability to ensure 

continuity of operations,  continuity of 

government, and enduring constitutional 

government during an emergency that disrupts 

typical operations.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Continuity Titles Include: 
 

¶ Whole Community Continuity 

¶ Federal Continuity 

¶ Telework: An Essential Component of   

Continuity Planning 

¶ Continuity Webinar Series 

¶ Continuity Essential Records Management 

¶ Continuity Planning for Pandemics and  

Widespread Infectious Diseases 

¶ Continuity Excellence Series - Master           

Continuity Practitioner Program Level I 

¶ Continuity Excellence Series - Master            

Continuity Practitioner Program Level II 

Download FEMA materials from: 

www.fema.gov/continuity-guidance-circular-

cgc 

https://www.fema.gov/preptalks/kevelighan
https://www.fema.gov/continuity-guidance-circular-cgc

